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analysis, the paper proposes an original conceptual model
— the "Distance-Compensation Collegial Support
(DCCS) Model" — positing that coworker support
attenuates  the  negative  commuting-burden/job-
satisfaction relationship, with the strength of this
buffering effect varying by the cultural context of the
workplace (an Arab school in the Negev versus a Jewish
school in Jaffa). The paper concludes with
recommendations for policymakers and school principals
and calls for future field studies testing these propositions
empirically among Taybeh teachers themselves.

Keywords: job satisfaction, Coworker support, Long-
distance commuting, Commuting paradox, Arab women
teachers, Taybeh, Jaffa, Negev, Social support theory.
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Abstract:

This paper addresses a recurring socio-educational
phenomenon in Arab society in Israel: large numbers of
women teachers from central Arab towns, most notably
Taybeh, are compelled to commute more than 40 km daily
to teach either in Jaffa schools (through Arab-teacher
integration programs into Jewish schools) or in Arab
schools in the Negev, owing to a structural mismatch
between the oversupply of Arab education graduates and
the scarcity of local teaching posts (Agbaria & Pinson,
2013; Fuchs, 2017). The paper advances the theoretical
position that coworker support — both affective and
instrumental (House, 1981) and the related construct of
workplace friendship opportunity (Riordan & Griffeth,
1995) — may act as a compensatory or buffering
mechanism that offsets the well-documented negative
effect of long commutes on job satisfaction, known in
behavioural economics as the "commuting paradox”
(Stutzer & Frey, 2008). Drawing on the Job Demand-
Control-Support model (Karasek & Theorell, 1990) as an
integrative framework, the paper reviews international
literature on coworker support (Ducharme & Martin,
2000; Chiaburu & Harrison, 2008; Wartenberg et al.,
2023) alongside local literature on Arab boundary-
crossing teachers in Israel (Gindi & Erlich-Ron, 2019;
Erlich Ron & Gindi, 2021). Using a descriptive-analytical
method based on literature review and secondary data
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